
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) that testing staff may be asked 

Q: I am tested regularly through work, do I still need to test at college? 

A: Testing is voluntary and as you are regular tested through your employer you do not have 

to be tested at college as well. This will not impact on your learning and you will be able to 

attend college as usual. 

Q: Is there a form I should sign to say I DON’T consent to the tests? 

A: You are not required to sign a form if you/your young person does not wish to undertake 

tests.  

Q: How long will it take to the do the test? 

A: The initial paperwork can take up to 5 minutes. The actual test takes a maximum of 5 

minutes. 

Q: How long until I receive the results? 

A: Negative result – The NHS will contact you within the next 24 hours. 

A: Invalid result – We will contact you within an hour to come and retake the test. 

A: Positive result – We will contact you within 40 minutes and advise you of the next steps. 

The NHS will also contact you via Test & Trace. 

Q: Do I have to do the test? 

A: No, the test is voluntary but the college strongly advises it to ensure the safety of our 

college community and the wider local community. 

Q: I don’t have symptoms, why do I need to take the test? 

A: Because up to 1 in 3 people are carrying the virus without showing any symptoms. The 

test enables us to identify these people and help them to isolate from the college 

community and the wider local community until they are no longer contagious. 

Q: Will I still need to wear a mask after the test? 

A: Yes, you will need to practice the same social distancing and face covering procedures. 

The result of your test is based on your ‘viral load’ at the time of your test. If you are 

asymptomatic this will be increasing all of the time, hence the requirement to test every 3 – 5 

days and continuing to practice Hands; Face; Space 

Q: Can I have the test if I have had the vaccine? 

A: Yes, you are still advised to take the test.   

Q: I have tested positive within the last 90 days – can I still take LFD tests? 

 

A: The DFE advice is there is no requirement to test students who have received a positive 

result within 90 days. You are advised to start testing from day 91 of your positive result. 


